x                       INTRODUCTION

calls for its own introduction and a series of explana-
tory notes, and these will be found with It at the end

of the book.

Here, then, are the twenty pieces which compose this
volume of "Last Essays." They show as clearly as
did the contents of "Notes on Life and Letters ""the
rich diversity of Conrad's mind, Ms powers of cogent
argument, of fond memory, and of noble expression.
His mastery over his chosen material never flagged and
these essays are a last witness to his consummate gifts.
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